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ST. JouN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH |

2418 Swann Avenue — Tampa, FL 33609 — 813-876-8830 (office) - office@stjohntpa.org

~ST. JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN- SEPTEMBER 26~

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2024

2nd Sunday

Of Luke—

Cyriacus the Hermit of Palestine;
Martyr Petronius

Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis (Proistamenos)
Fr. Stratton Dorozenski (Retired Priest In Residence)

Fr. John Stefero (Retired Priest In Residence)
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VISION:
Love God, Love your neighbor and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as an Orthodox Christian community.
MISSION:

The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to welcome and serve people with love, truth, joy
and peace, and to create an environment that encourages all to seek salvation through Orthodox Christianity.
CORE VALUES:

Love, Worship, Community, Learning, Service

SYNAXARION:

2nd Sunday Of Luke—
Cyriacus the Hermit of Palestine;
Martyr Petronius

Apolytikion of the Resurrection:
Co-eternal with the Father and Spirit is the
Word Who of a Virgin was begotten for our
salvation we the faithful both praise and
worship Him. For in the flesh did He consent
to ascend unto the cross and death did He
endure and He raised unto life the dead by
His all Glorious Resurrection.

Apolytikion of St. Kyriakos:

As a citizen of the desert and an angel
incarnate and a wonder-worker you shone
forth, O Kyriakos, our God-bearing father.
Since you received the spiritual gifts by
fasting and vigilance and prayer, you can
cure those who are ailing and heal the souls of
those who run to you with faith. Glory to
Him who gave His might to you; glory to
Him who placed a crown on you; glory to
Him who operates through you, providing
cures to all.

Apolytikion of St. John the Baptist:
The memory of the just is observed with
hymns of praise; for you O Forerunner the
witness of the Lord is sufficient. You have
proved to be truly more venerable than the
prophets. Since you were granted to baptize
in the river, the One Whom they
proclaimed. Therefore, you strove for truth,
proclaiming with joy the Good News, even to
those in Hades: that God was manifested in
the flesh, and takes away the sins of the
world, and grants to us His great mercy.

Kontakion: A protection of Christians
unshamable, intercessor to our Holy Maker
unwavering, reject not, the prayerful cries of
those who are in sin. Instead, come to us for
you are good, your loving help bring unto us,
who are crying in faith to you. Hasten to
intercede and speed now to supplicate, as a
protection for all time, Theotokos for those
who honor you.
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

ErisTLE LESSONO W
Verse: You, O Lord, shall keelv us and preserve us.
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed.

THE READING IS FROM ST. PAUL'S SECOND LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 1:21-24,
2:1-4
Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has

commissioned us; he has put his seal upon us and given us his Spirit
in our hearts as a guarantee.

But I call God to witness against me - it was to spare you that 1
refrained from coming to Corinth. Not that we lord it over your

aith; we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your
faith. For I made up my mind not to make you another painful visit.
For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one
whom I have vained? And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I
might not sujger pain from those who should have made me rejoice,
for 1 felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all.
For I wrote you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with
many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for
you.

GosPEL LEssoN: LUKE 6:31-36

The Lord said, " As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them.
If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.
And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most
High; for heis kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even
as your Father is merciful.”

MEMORIAL SERVICE:

Chris Lewis Gout (30 years)
Anestis Valaes (30 years)




MINISTRY NEWS & U PDATES

UPCOMI NG COFFEE HOUR SCHEDU
TodayColLee Hour i sponsored b
October 6 October 13
Choir Parish Council/Philoptochos luncheon

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Your Stewardship/Gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure
provide the foundation of our beautiful church!
Stewardship Pledge forms are available in the Narthex and
online at stjohntpa.org (scan the QR below for a direct
path). We have an important general assembly meeting
scheduled for October 20th, and one upcoming in
November. To participate in these meetings and have your
voice heard, please ensure yougre up to date on your
Stewardship commitment 30 days prior to the date of each
meeting. For any questions, please call or text George
Mitseas at 813-748-1220

Scan here to access our Online Stewardship
Pledge Form

DID YOU KNOW:

St, John has an App
for easy access to
many valuable
resovirces. This
includes the Live
Stream Services,
Liturgical Text,
Bulletiis, Monthly
Messenger, Onlinie
Stewardship Pledge
Form, Giving

options and more.
e will continue to
expand the
zgformatzon on our
pp in the future.
Be'sure to download
it today!
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MORE MINISTRY NEWS & U PDATES
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS & TOPICS

September 29
The Creed

. October 6
-4 &ﬂﬁ ¥ Reading the Bible
4 School” ¥

L¥ &2dz R2

wekly SuNday3&doMidhstadtdndact every Friday afternoon>

LI S Wickie Peckfibimiat
fSU KSNI 1y260

vickiepeckham@gmail.com U

UPCOMING SERVICES & E VENTS

Sunday, September 29

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5

SuNDAY, OCTOBER 6

@) 8: 45D . : L
(ALTAR BOYS TODAY —ST. MARK)

D -P

O 1016: 30

W 0 B S 10: 00

B S 6: 30
DRC F 6: OM

P 6: 00

(We will continue to offer Paraklesis once a month, so that we can
pray for all the members of our community by name, out loud)

00
A G S12:-3:000
C 0 G S1: 3000
@] 8: 49D . : L
(ALTAR BOYs —ST. LUKE)
C Mo S
P G M
D -P 4: 00
G 5:00

RELIGIOUS
Women@ Bible Stud

October 1: Tuesday at 10:00am

EDUCATION AT ST. J OHN

ible Stud
October 1: Tuesday at 6:30pm

Tuesday Ni

CNI» {i{} @NRa w2 K|y
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¢/ WELCOMETO OURPARISH <
I

I Ifyouare new to the Tampa Bay area or just
| visiting, we would love to get to know you better.

YOUNG AT HEART
OCTOBER
GATHERING

Join us on Saturday

PLEASE TEXT THE WORD October 12th

"WELCOME" TO 813-790-5950 11:45 Gathering time
Noon Potluck

FOLLOW THE PROMPTS TO GIVEUS
Luncheon

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION AND FROM THERE

YOU WILL BE DIRECTED TO OUR ONLINE CONNECTION CARD i
Followed by Quiz and

Discussion on
0The Rhythm apd
Seasons of the
Churcho

I I S S - -
" . S S S e e e e Eam

DONOTNEGLECT 1O SHOW QAF&V% 1O STRANGERS,

FOR THEREBY SOME HAVE ENTERTAINED “”2 WL-a-aAL).

PEBRIWS 132

-
~

Please reply to

\ - P Presvytera Denise no
_-— e . . . e o . - later than October

/ COLLEGE STUDENT OUTREACH

6th with number
attending and item
you will bring for the

luncheon.
Kathy Kaburis is once again leading our college S I N NN
Student Outreach Ministry. We want to connect o %o,
with our college students who are in school away < (OGwOUUwWI FOUOwWOOWY U
from home as well as those students who attending |3 POXxUOYI Ewdl DUEOWI
college here at one of our local schools in Tampa S XEUDUI wbU UAUEwWD O
from other areas around the country who are new to  |o X, E VB U1 WD LW U OLE WL O
our St. John community. e UUDEDEI wl OUODOI dw2
. . EOEwaOUlwODbI | Ul
TO OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS — Please join . UEVYI wWEwODI 1 4
our mailing list to stay connected! Please send your | .
name, current email, mailing address and phone . N
number so you can be placed on our list! . .
TO OUR COLLEGE PARENTS — Please confirm e .
with your student that we have their contact . 3 :
information! . .
You can send your information to Kathy at . Suicide Hotline .

kkaburis2000@yahoo.com and or
K (B13)240-6513 .. Recovery s Possible .




SAVE T HE DATE!
NOV 1 -2, 2024

Our Annual Greek Festival is 32 Days Away! A few uEdates by the numbers. We have 570
Volunteer spots to fill over 4 shifts and only 5% have been covered to date.

g This is our largest single fundraiser, and we rely on Volunteers to make it a success for our g
beloved church. We encourage you to step up and sign up now and consider one of the main
areas, listed below, to lead. We have confidence in our community and your support. Please use
the QR Code below to access our Tampa Greek Festival Volunteer Siinup Genius. We have a
|§] dedicated Festival Table in the Church Hall that kicks off today! Look for this every Sunday, |

leading up to the Festival Weekend.
G ]
1] Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody (Help Us Avoid this Situation) 1]
P
@There was "an | mportant | ob 0 be done aﬁnd,Ev@r
3] have done it, but Nobody did it. Sonme bjod g
—EverybodEy thought that AnSybody coul d @ oda ti,t u
% up verybody bl amed omebody when No b odyl
5] Volunteer SignUp for B 5]
% Tampa Gree Fer)tivaI %
8l 8l
18] Marketing/Communications - Flyers and Yard Signs coming soon. Stay tuned for Cooking Dates ]
18] as they get finalized for October along with additional planning meetings. Sl
% Critical Area - We need help and leadership in many Key Areas. We will provide support and %
= training! =]
% § Kids Area %
)] 8 50/50 Raffle Coordinator ]
g § Roving Bar Carts (in Hall), g
Ig] § Pre- Festival Ordering working with John Zelatis (a seasoned pro) g
5] § Logistics/Runners
] If you would like to lead, co-lead or otherwise assist in any of these areas, please contact Mike Xenick ]
l@] at inxenick@gmail.com or 813-340-8737 or Sandra Pappas at spappas11@gmail.com or 813-785-3747
% ARAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRADRA 1]
FESTIVAL BAKING DATES

P iad we /Il‘ '€ +8¢va, I[E]
@l Thursday October 10—9:30 AM @l
(3l Saturday October 19—9:30 AM (3l
) WORKINANSHIP =
2] Please join us! Many hands make light worl  Created In*/> 2]

, , CHRISTHIESUS
-No prior experience necessary- For Cood Works

o255 paraplrass of Bph 2:00 ccee

Questions: call Lisa Alsina- 813 728-1094
FEEEPEEEREEErEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc. i Jieyeis
126 East 37" Street, New York, NY 10016 CAREGIVER
T:  212.977.7770 T § Efamity s § At
E: supportgroup@philoptochos.org
W: www.philoptochos.org

i

TWO UPCOMING CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUPS FOR
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CAREGIVERS NATIONWIDE:

Group 1: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 to THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24
7:00 pm EST - 8:00 pm EST

Group 2: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 to TUESDAY DECEMBER 17
7:00 pm EST - 8:00 pm EST

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED: https:/bit.ly/3AJ1SYY.

« Are you caring for a loved one of any age who may be :
elderly, or has a chronic or life-threatening ilness or ~ £1ease select the group that best fits

health condition, or who is disabled? your schedule.

« Do you wish you knew others who are facing the same Each session is 6 consecutive weeks.
challenges as you?

. Do you wish there were someone with whom you can ~ Groups meet between 7pm — 8pm EST

share your thoughts, concerns, experiences, and
questions? Groups are conducted over ZOOM

- Do you wish you were part of a community of
caregivers who understands our faith, culture, family
traditions, and background?

. Are you so overwhelmed you're not even sure what
questions to ask or who could help?

Space is limited — don’t delay.

Pre-registration is required.

A program of the National Philoptochos Department of Social Services and facilitated by professionals
knowledgeable in caregiving and aging services, each group will “meet” over six consecutive weeks from
7pm — 8pm EST over ZOOM. Please select the group that best fits your schedule:

Group 1 will meet on 6 consecutive Thursdays from September 19" to October 24™.

Group 2 will meet on 6 consecutive Tuesdays from November 12" to December 17,

In a confidential and safe environment, we will discuss best practices to help you manage the physical and
emotional needs of your loved one; cognitive issues resulting from Alzheimer's or other dementias;
caregiver stress; work/life balance; family dynamics / decision-making; sandwich generation challenges;
long-distance and holiday caregiving; financial concerns; accessing local and broader services and
resources and preparing for the future.

The last session of each group will be led by a member of the clergy who will address how faith, culture
and spirituality can help build your understanding, strength and resilience.

Pre-register by clicking here

For information, please email us at supportgroup@philoptochos.org




/ ST.J OHN& BOOKSTORE & \

Attention Parents of Students Ages 7 -12
Special Bookstore Event d Sunday September 29th

Featured this week in our bookstore is a series of books designed for school -aged
children and focused on Saints of the Orthodox Church. Take time to browse
through books on:

St. Luke 0 Physician and Holy Hierarch
St. Paisios the Athonite 8 Journey to Sainthood
St. Porphyrios Kafsokalivia & Journey to Sainthood

§ St. John the Baptist 0 Forerunner, Prophet, Apostle,
and Martyr

§ St. Paul & Apostle to the Nations

§ St. Nektarios the Wonderworker 6A Boyds Jo
Sainthood '

§ St. Joseph the Hesychast 0 Guardian of Holy Mt.
Athos

§ St. Sergius 08 A Beacon in the Wilderness of
Radonézh

8§

8

8

As well as our ever popular:
§ 101 Orthodox Saints and Newly Released 102 Orthodox Saints

Pr%yer List; Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and _ -
Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Athena Felley, Melissa

Romero, Sandra Reyes, Miltiadis, Larlo{_ Maas; Konstantinos . ) !
Triantafyllopoulos; Kostadinos Booras; Michael |, Anna Maria &

Thomas Relgy, Calllope Herman; Delaney & Alexis Johnson; Ron
& Linda Ledet; Helen & Mike Mitchell, Elena, Ricky & Michael )
Gordenina, Tina Chakonas, Felix R., Ivco; Anna, Stavroula, George, Pam, and Liz;
Christopher Labatos; Eva Coppalla; Christopher; Christopher; Peter Nenos;

Patrick Carroll; Irina, Marina, Yurl, and Christophoros; Ashley Snyder; Evangelos
Caroline Critkas; Christine Alex, June, Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi Serriera;
Ashley Kladakis: Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia,; Vlrglnla Georgiou,
Toula Tsaros, Nellie Pringle, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Ron, Jason Vickers,
Rex Garrison, Ann Demas, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres,
Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, LI|§, Jacob,
Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven,
Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon &
Despina Botham, Cln{j/y Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos,
Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, Mike Trimis, Michael Romero, George Hambos,
Dean Kondilis and Famllz Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Ekaterina &
~Anna S. Dora K., De bie P., Mary V., David V., Don Payne, Valery Jlmm%,
Timoleon, Elias, Anna, Damynos, Anna C., Anthony Welker, John BeI[a,_Mlc ele
Blankebaker, Jonah, George Voulgaris,  Carol Cretekos and all victims of war,
terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware.
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Parish Priest
Ret i Rreide st in
Retired Priest

Mi ni stry CoordinaMari &hXeneck

Bookkeepe

Administrative

Parish Council: Euri pides Panos, Presiden
John Zel atis, Vice Presid
Marilyn Sandborn, Secreta
Al exis Scarfogliero, Trea
George Ameres
Peggy George
Peter George
Amin Hanhan
Suzanne Pileggi
Marcell e Triantafilou
AHEPA: Vasili(Bill) Zaferos
Al tar Angel s: Kall i ope Chagaris
Bible Study: Fr. John Stefero
Bookstore: Pres. Denise Stefero
Choir: Tara Swartzbaugh, Directo
Ruth Losoviz, Organist
Community Outrea6Gheg Melton
Dance Groups: ¢ )N, AljeExandra De Maio
Mar aquet Edquid
Yy AAMarina Choundas
Geni e Carter
Y) ?¢iMtexandra De Maio
Daughters of Pen®©uopeia Stephanides
Festival: Mi ke Xenick
Finance Committe&ary Ward
Food Pantry: Sandra Pappas
GOYA: Mi chael & Bessie Palios
Hope/ Joy: George & Zackie Ameres
Joy Tweens Mar aquet Edquid
Mets Fell owship: Fr. Stavros Akrotirianak
Nursing MinistryMarcelle Triantafilou
Photography Mini karyna Findl ay
Philoptochos: Kat herine Sakkis
Stewardshi p: Chris Kyrus
George Mitseas
Sunday School : Vickie Peckham

Ushers
Vet erans/

r:

Rev . Fr.
R eRseivd e nFcre

RevRe&rdedoén

Debbi e
AEsi st Keh

Pete Tra

1st Responddoén

Wel coming MinistMaria Xe
Wome&® Bible Studyr. Stav
Young Adul ts Aris Rog
Young at Heart: Dora Mor
Youth ProtectionSuzanne

Bowe

Stavros
Stratton
St e

agi as

kas

Stefero
ni ck
ros
ers
gan
Pileggi

Akrotiri 8n8id93@f rst a

Dor ozen®8Ki878830

fero

Akrotirianaki

(j wst78f3d4@%0 @h ot
(Mari apxeni ck @sltBj6®Bhbn8t7/pa. or g

(debbie! @stj oBABYB.8B0Qg)

(office@stj @BLB7/TBB.3Or g)

81-35-32972
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